FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: June 22, 2006

Contact: Bob Weiner/Michael Lennox 301-283-0821 or 202-329-1700

FORMER WHITE HOUSE DRUG SPOKESMAN: “LAY OFF MARION JONES, LET HER RUN”;
FORMER OLYMPIC MULTIPLE CHAMPION SEEKS VICTORIES AT U.S. CHAMPIONSHIPS 
IN INDIANAPOLIS THIS WEEKEND AMIDST UNFOUNDED DRUG ACCUSATIONS
(Washington, DC)—Robert Weiner, White House Drug Policy spokesman for 6 ½ years who coordinated White House drug policy press at the Sydney Olympics and, after leaving the White House, was WADA’s media outreach director at the Salt Lake Olympics, wants track, Olympic, WADA and USADA officials to “lay off Marion Jones, quit harassing her, just let her run.” The multiple Olympic champion continues her comeback this weekend at the US Track and Field Championships in Indianapolis amidst drug accusations still lacking evidence. Her 100 and 200 meter finals are scheduled for Friday and Sunday.
Weiner urges, “Lay off Marion Jones.  Quit harassing her.  Just let her run. I want to stop drug cheating probably more than most people, but a detail comes through: The evidence so far points to innocence. We have to keep in mind that felon Victor Conte will say and do anything both to make a deal and to appear that his own actions were commonplace.  His words need to be taken with more than salt”.

“A check used to purchase drugs previously thought to be hers was not signed by Jones but by her then-husband, C.J. Hunter, who did test positive for steroid use. A laboratory log cited by USADA and thought to show Jones’ times showed a man's world-class times, not a woman's -- and Jones had a child with partner Tim Montgomery, the 100-meter world record holder banned for drugs, so that it hardly takes a scientist to figure out whose times were in the log. Her ‘link’ to the BALCO lab in California was to buy a legal zinc-magnesium supplement anyone can get at a nutrition store. The errors by drug officials would get her case thrown out in any legal proceeding. In addition, she passed a double-certified lie detector test in which she said she never used performance-enhancing drugs.” 

“We must indeed bar cheaters from competition. It's not about the elite athletes; it's about our youth. Last year a million teenagers used steroids.” 

“They learn from the top. When Mark McGwire took androstenedione, now classified as a steroid, use quintupled among kids. When McGwire later announced that he stopped using the substance, his season homers dropped from 70 to 30 and now he is out of baseball, 80 pounds lighter.” 

“Pumped up hearts, destroyed livers, shrunken reproductive areas for men and hair where it does not belong for women are but part of the price paid by people like Florence Griffith Joyner who may have died or, like former East German athletes, gotten sick years after intense use.” 

“So if we hear that a major athlete is under investigation, with evidence that passes the common sense test, that's exactly what USADA and WADA (the World Anti-Doping Agency) should be doing.” 

“But we've yet seen nothing on Marion Jones to declare her guilty or even suspicious of anything other than bad taste in men.”                    
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“‘She is today technically innocent,’ even Jacques Rogge, the head of the International Olympic Committee, has said. He added, ‘Ultimately she has to ask herself something about the perception that people might have -- that people might say, 'Are you sure you are living with the right people?'" 

“It's true, Jones has been linked to questionable companions -- but there is a big difference between what your companions do and what you do.”
“We need to disseminate two messages. One is that we'll get the cheaters. Millions of youth need to see and hear that -- it must happen. Equally important is that in America, we have justice.” 

“Already this scandal has damaged her reputation and possibly her ability to prepare for the recent Olympics.  Athletes do not have unlimited powers of concentration and ability to sleep and prepare. Even if Jones is absolved of all charges, she will suffer from the effects of USADA's unyielding probe. As Ray Donovan, secretary of labor under President Reagan, said after his exoneration, ‘Where do I go to get my reputation back?’” 

“We want the USADA to be aggressive in hunting and disciplining illegal drug users in sports, but it cannot be trigger-happy and arbitrary -- nor should the media or track and other anti-drug officials be. It may have hurt Americans even more to swirl Jones with controversy while competing in the 2004 Olympics. Despite a clean best-in-the-world U.S. Olympic Trials long-jump, and zero evidence of drugs there by her, at the Games themselves she was treated like a criminal.”
“She is finally coming back from it all now –again running world class times. Her coach points out that her abs and hips have flattened, returning to athletic strength, since her 2003 baby.  It is entirely normal for a woman to recuse herself from world class sports during pregnancy and early motherhood—what is unusual is a world class comeback. So far, absolutely nothing has surfaced that says that we should deny ourselves the joy of Marion Jones potentially winning more Olympic gold medals for the United States.” 
“Perhaps most important, America's youth need to see justice, not just a hammer, for Marion Jones as the right message. At the least, give her a chance.”
(Weiner was spokesman for the White House National Drug Policy Office 1995-2001, WADA consultant 2001-4, and is president of Robert Weiner Associates Public Affairs and Issue Strategies in Washington, DC: www.weinerpublic.com )
