INTRO CHRIS VAN HOLLEN AND ROB PORTMAN—June 17, 2014
WELCOME TO THE NATIONAL PRESS CLUB, WHERE NEWS IS MADE. I’M BOB WEINER, THE NEWSMAKERS COMMITTEE EVENT COORDINATOR FOR TODAY’S UNIQUE BIPARTISAN, BICAMERAL NEWS CONFERENCE BY TWO NATIONBAL LEADERS ON THE FEDERAL BUDGET’S FUTURE.  OUR TWO SPEAKERS WILL ADDRESS future federal budget priorities and methods to achieve them.  They will cover areas the budget should attend to, programs that should or should not be funded and to what extent, the usefulness and future of shutdowns and sequestration, strategies for bipartisan cooperation and action, and a projected timeline.  

We think they will indeed make news by telling us what they think will happen and when, and what they think will not happen—namely will we have more shutdowns that close major portions of the government, and will we have more sequestration that slices programs across the board without prioritization?  And just how does this budget and funding process work anyway—maybe they can tell the American people who have seen what to them looks like regular chaos… and can it/ will it be improved in the near future? 

So that’s a lot to cover in an hour.  Our two expert leaders will each speak for 10-15 minutes, followed by questions from the media and Club members.
Congressman Chris Van Hollen is the Ranking Minority Member, meaning the Democratic leader, of the House Budget Committee. He was elected to Congress in 2002 and beat some very well known people in the process with big legacies.  In addition to representing the Eighth District of Maryland and serving in House leadership, Congressman Van Hollen was re-elected by his colleagues in 2012 to serve a second term as the top Democrat on the House Budget Committee. In this position, he serves as the key point person on budget and economic legislation in the House. The Washington Post described Congressman Van Hollen as a “bona fide budget expert” and the LA Times said he “is among his party's best budget minds.” Roll Call has noted that “Van Hollen gets near-universal respect from his colleagues for his intellectual firepower and combination of policy and political chops.”  I think a few years ago we called Chris a rising star… now he’s just a star!

Congressman Van Hollen was given the “Courageous Leadership Award” from The Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Committee and was recognized by Washingtonian Magazine as the “Best Metro Area Member of Congress” and as the “Best Local Elected Official” by Bethesda Magazine…. The may be some in Congress today who have recently lost elections who will tell you JUST how important that “local” service recognition can be…  


Cong. Van Hollen also played an integral role in the effort to pass comprehensive health care reform and fought to ensure that young adults receive expanded access to health insurance.  


He continues to lead the fight for the DISCLOSE Act to end secret money in elections, and championed bills on lobbying disclosure reform and whistleblower protections that were enacted into law.  A former professional staff member on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Congressman Van Hollen has a strong background in national security policy.  Maybe his interest there comes from the fact that he’s the son of a Foreign Service officer.
Congressman Van Hollen has received numerous leadership awards for his legislative activities, including the top award from the Maryland League of Conservation Voters for his work on environmental issues; the “Congressional Champion for Real and Lasting Change” award from Save the Children; the “Outstanding Legislative Leadership Award” from the Mattie Miracle Cancer Foundation for his work on childhood cancer; the “Champion of Working Families” award from Progressive Maryland; the “Distinguished Service” award from the Committee for Education Funding; and the “Champion Award” from the Veteran Institute for Procurement for his work to help veteran-owned businesses.


Before his election to the U.S. House of Representatives, Congressman Van Hollen served 4 years in the Maryland House of Delegates and 8 years in the Maryland Senate.  He also worked as an attorney in private practice for 10 years. He is a graduate of Swarthmore College, the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University, and Georgetown University Law Center.  


He lives in Kensington, Maryland with his wife, Katherine, and their three children, Anna, Nicholas, and Alexander.
Rob Portman is United States Senator from the state of Ohio. He was elected in 2010, running a campaign that focused on conservative ideas to help create jobs and get the deficit under control. He won with a margin of 57 to 39 percent, winning 82 of Ohio's 88 counties.

He was born and raised in Cincinnati, where he lives today with his wife Jane, and their three children, Jed, Will and Sally. He grew up in a small business family, where he learned early on the value of hard work, leadership, and fiscal responsibility. When Rob was young, HIS dad, Bill Portman, borrowed money to start Portman Equipment Company, where Rob and his brother and sister all worked while growing up. His father, and then his brother, built the family business from a small forklift truck dealership with five employees, with Rob's mom as the bookkeeper, to one that employed more than 300 people. 

Rob became a lawyer and developed his own private practice, representing small businesses. In 1993, Rob was a partner in a Cincinnati law firm when he was elected to Congress, where he represented the diverse, seven county Second District in southern Ohio. He served twelve years, and in all seven elections, he never received less than seventy percent of the vote.

During his time representing the Second District, he was actively involved in crafting and promoting the historic welfare reform efforts as a member of the committee that wrote the legislation, and he was an advocate of the balanced budget that passed in 1997. He gained the respect of both Republican and Democratic colleagues through his successful, bipartisan legislative initiatives, including measures he authored to increase retirement savings, reform the IRS and add over fifty new taxpayer rights, curb unfunded mandates, reduce taxes, and expand drug prevention and land conservation efforts.  In the spirit of disclosure, It’s his support for community anti-drug coalitions as a House Member and I was the White House drug Office director of public affairs when we organized an event together in Ohio that we first met and became friends, and now as a Senator he represents my alma mater Oberlin College. 
In 2005, Rob left Congress when he was asked to serve as the United States Trade Representative, the Cabinet-level official responsible for implementing and enforcing U.S. trade policy. He reduced barriers to U.S. exports and increased enforcement of trade laws to help level the playing field for American farmers, workers and service providers. Under his leadership, American exports increased and the U.S. brought successful legal challenges against international trade law violations.

Following his accomplishments there, he was asked to serve in another critical Cabinet post, relevant to today’s discussion, Director of the Office of Management and Budget. He made his mark as a deficit hawk, proposing a balanced budget, fighting irresponsible earmarks, and putting in place new transparency measures for all federal spending.

So the National Press Club is privileged to have two superstars here today.


We’ll lead first with the Senate—Senator Rob Portman.
