Andy Eckert, CEO, CRC HEALTH GROUP

A Path to Recovery – September 20, 2012
Life Healing Center 
Welcome

· It is my honor to be here at Life Healing Center to celebrate National Recovery Month. 
· Life Healing Center is one of 140 CRC Health Group facilities nationwide that touch the lives of 30,000 people each day.  
· Today, over 100 of those programs are celebrating Recovery Month with us, recognizing those in recovery, their families and support systems, and the outstanding treatment professionals who work tirelessly toward this common goal each and every day. Many of whom are with us today.
· I would like to take a minute to acknowledge the team that helped put this event together including 
· Anita Peterson, Libby Timmons, David Lewis, the Life Healing Center event committee and event director, Melissa Preshaw. 
· I would also like to thank Bob Weiner, our media expert, for his tremendous work publicizing this very worthwhile cause.
· I’d like to thank our presenters and dignitaries – specifically: 

· MARI  RED MOON – Spiritualist 

· ROBERT A. GARCIA, SHERIFF, SANTA FE COUNTY 


· FOUR-STAR GEN. BARRY MCCAFFREY, 
· ALEXIS DUPREY, REIGNING MISS NEW MEXICO 2013
· HON. JENNIFER PADGETT, DEPUTY SECRETARY, NEW MEXICO DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILIES 

· BARAK WOLFF, FORMER DIRECTOR, NEW MEXICO PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION, AND CURRENT POLICY ANALYST UNDER SENATOR AND CHAIRMAN JERRY ORITIZ y PINO
 

· ANDREW BLACK, FIELD REPRESENTATIVE, U.S. SENATOR MARTIN HEINRICH


· JENNIFER MANAZANERES, FIELD REPRESENTATIVE AND TRIBAL  SUBSTANCE ABUSE LIAISON, U.S. CONGRESSMAN BEN RAY LUJAN


· STEVE BRUGGE, RECOVERY ADVOCATE, CERTIFIED EMPLOYEE ASSISTANCE PROFESSIONAL, BOARD REGISTERED INTERVENTIONIST  

Before I introduce our esteemed panel of speakers I would like to make a few brief comments: 
· At CRC, we see miracles every day. We believe that recovery is possible and relish the opportunity to celebrate the successes. The National Recovery Month campaign gives us the opportunity to:

· Promote the benefits of treatment
· Celebrate people in recovery

· Laud the contributions of treatment providers
· Promote the message that recovery is possible!
· According to SAMSHA ◦There are more than 20 million people in recovery from substance use disorders

· Life Healing Center was chosen as this year’s  CRC Headquarter location  because: 
· They are celebrating their 20th Anniversary –and have treated nearly 5k people from 48 states and across the world - as far away as Australia. 
· To introduce the community to new leadership – Anita Peterson joins the CRC team as the Executive Director and brings a rich background to the position – Welcome Anita (please stand) (applause) 
· And most importantly because Life Healing Center understands the complexity of addiction and trauma. 
· Sobriety and Recovery are the heart and soul of what we do at CRC – and we want to do everything we can to helping families in need. 
· We are committed to clinical excellence and because of our vast offerings we have the collective knowledge and experience allowing us to measure and improve our clinical programming based on scientific evidence. 
· We believe that there are many Paths to Recovery and that treatment works!  
///
· (Intro) 
· Now I would like to begin the ceremonies by asking Mari Red Moon to do a traditional blessing for our event. Mari is among the diversified staff here at Life Healing Center.
· (Return to podium after blessing to intro McCaffrey) And now I would like to introduce 4-Star General Barry R. McCaffrey  - Former U.S. Drug Czar

· General Barry McCaffrey was the Director of the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy 1996-2001.  
· He served as a member of the President’s Cabinet and the National Security Council for drug-related issues.  
· He was  Professor of International Affairs at the United States Military Academy at West Point 

· Is President of his own consulting firm based in Alexandria, Virginia. 
· He is a widely quoted national security, terrorism, and drug policy analyst in the media.  
· And he serves on the Board of the National Association of Drug Court Professionals and is a board director and senior policy advisory of CRC Health Group.
· (General McCaffrey will intro Sheriff) 

· (After Sheriff return to podium and intro Miss New Mexico)
· It is my pleasure to now introduce Miss New Mexico 2013  Alexis Duprey (who has just returned from the Miss America pageant) 
As an advocate for the success of the single-family unit, Alexis has chosen that as her platform – called  “the Power of One”.    
The platform focuses on single-parent families and the unique struggles they face which was inspired by personal experience. 

With her platform, Alexis hopes to be a mentor and an inspiration to all families. 
· (Miss New Mexico speaks)

· (Return to podium and introduce the next four speakers in order of appearance) 

· In the interest of time I would like to introduce our next 4 impressive speakers -in order of appearance: 

· Intros: 

· HON. JENNIFER PADGETT- DEPUTY SECRETARY, NEW MEXICO DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILIES – former Assistant General Counsel to Gov Susana Martinez 
· BARAK WOLFF, FORMER DIRECTOR, NEW MEXICO PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION, AND CURRENT POLICY ANALYST, NEW MEXICO SENATE PUBLIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE, UNDER SENATOR AND CHAIRMAN JERRY ORITIZ y PINO

· ANDREW BLACK, FIELD REPRESENTATIVE, U.S. SENATOR MARTIN HEINRICH

· JENNIFER MANZANERES, FIELD REPRESENTATIVE AND TRIBAL – SUBSTANCE ABUSE LIAISON, U.S. CONGRESSMAN BEN RAY LUJAN

·  (After JENNIFER MANZANERES speaks return to podium) 

· Intro Steve Brugge
· Our next guest is the reason we are all here. This gentleman is celebrating 30 years in recovery and is willing to share his experience, strength and hope with us today. 
· Mr. Steve Brugge has worked in the field of addiction treatment for over 25 years – he is a certified Employee Assistance Professional, a Board Registered Interventionist, has been the advisor for the “Other Bar” attorney group and has held many positions from counseling to marketing to speaking at national conferences. 

· I am proud to say that he worked for us at CRC for many years and is highly respected 
· Steve is not only clean and sober but has worked hard to enrich his life and be an advocate for treatment and recovery. 

· Please join me in welcoming him to the podium. 

In Closing:  The need to for awareness of addiction and treatment is as important as ever- the problem of addiction continues to take center stage. As recent as August 8th  of this year the Wall Street Journal reported: 
· Heroin use in the US is soaring – The number of people who have used heroin the past year jumped 53% between 2002 and 2010. (SAMSHA)

The increase is being driven largely by a law enforcement crackdown on illicit use of prescription pain killers pushing those who were addicted to pills to turn to heroin.
There were 3K overdose deaths in 2010 – a 55% increase from 2000. (Center for Disease Control and Prevention) 
· But there is some good news: 

· The Nation as a whole has seen reductions in the rates of drunk driving and drugged driving in recent years; however, each of these behaviors remains a serious problem in the United States. 

· Collaboration with community resources such as Drug Courts and 12 Step programs have proven to be a significant factor in retention in treatment and positive outcomes. 

· Uses of medications such as Vivitrol are promising to reduce relapse rates. 

· Today’s event, along with National Recovery Month’s many other national and local activities, helps create a voice for those in recovery and generates a public awareness effort of immense magnitude.
· Your presence here today signifies your support and I thank you for being here.
· And now we invite you to get a balloon and on my count we will release the balloons in honor of those in recovery and those still suffering. 
· A wonderful lunch will be served immediately following. Catered by Cowgirl Café (who I am told is  the best restaurants around!) 
