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‘Any president’ would
have done the same?

® Romney’s remark about ordering
raid on Osama bin Laden is wrong

By Bobert Waine:
and Wichard

Waregi (i

During recent |nterviews,
presidential hopeful Mitt Rom-
ey sald “any president™ would
have given the of
der (har Laund hed
the radd than killed
Osama bin Laden
Lant yrar

Repabixcan can
Sudmton knwrw they
canmt be ¢
to samething as
popwilar an the Cap
ture and killiag of
hin Laden Inmtoad,
Rismmey tried to make President
Barack Obama’s decihvion seem
routine

Tha problem (s that bt is sim-
ply not true. When
cedd In & wim)-

Bobert
Weiner

bin Laden was within our grasp
at Tora Bora.” The committes
chairman expressed the “hope
that we can learn from the mis
takes of the past.” Obama did
When Bush administration
officials had actionsble intel
ligence 1o get bin Laden, they
made the wrong choice — et
ting the Afghans take charge. it
wis o night-and-day difference
from what Obama did with the
Pakistanis in Abbottabad
Obama recognized that bin
Laden's oomposnd could not ex-
ist without local and Hkely some
kind of government cooperation
During the years after the
Tora Bora debacle, the Bush ad-
minlstration went even further
In the opposite direction from
Obama's later actions. Bush
closed the CIA® unit on bin
Laden. In contrast, the Obamas
administration reprioritized
the search for bin Laden, Bush
said, "1 truly am not that con-

cerned about him. | am deeply
s Mm-w
im0 &mm-"

The notion recently raised by
Karl Rove, Condolocsaa Rice
and Dick Choney that Rush de
sorves & shure of the crodit for
Obama's bin Laden operation {s
be recog
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Guest commentary

‘Any president’ would
have done the same?

®m Romney’s remark about ordering
raid on Osama bin Laden is wrong

By Robert Welner
mdmchar:llnm

Washington

it interviews,
eful Mitt Rom-
sident™ would

The problem is that it is sim-

ply not true. When
placed in a simi-
lar situation with
parallel choices,
George W. Bush,
Obama’s predeces-
sor, failed to suc-
ceed because he .
made the opposite Richard
decision. In De- Mann
cember 2001, Bush

had the chance to capture bin
Laden in Tora Bora, Afghanistan.
He was faced with the choice of
doing it ourselves or involving a
foreign government, and blew it
by asking the Afghanis to do it.
Whether by ineptness or intent,
the Afghani troops allowed bin
Laden to escape.

When Obama was questioned
as to why he did not inform the
Pakistanis about the Abbottabad
raid, he said, “I didn't tell most
people here in the White House.
1didn't tell my own family. It was
that important for us to maintain
operational security.” When
asked during the 2008 campaign
debates what he would do with
“actionable intelligence,” he said
he would have the United States
“act unilaterally” rather than in
consort with foreign agencies if
pecessary to capture bin Laden.
That's precisely what he did.

The Bush decisions causing
the Tora Bora misfire against
bin Laden are documented. Ac-

with no dissenting views, “Tora
Bora Revisited: How We Failed
TbGet BinLadmandWhy It

Matters Today,” “The U.S. com-
nd wmmhtin
~ The committee says its review
ﬂlﬁh.?t,dur! thn!(:)uma

bin Laden was within our grasp
at Tora Bora." The committee
chairman expressed the “hope
that we can learn from the mis-
takes of the past.” Obama did

When Bush administration
officials had actionable intel-
ligence to get bin Laden, they
made the wrong choice let-
ting the Afghans take charge. It
was a night-and-day difference
from what Obama did with the
Pakistanis in Abbottabad.

Obama recognized that bin
Laden’s compound could not ex-
ist without local and likely some
kind of government cooperation.

During the years after the
Tora Bora debacle, the Bush ad
ministration went even further
in the opposite direction from
Obama's later actions. Bush
closed the CIA's unit on bin
Laden. In contrast, the Obama
administration reprioritized
the search for bin Laden. Bush
said, “I truly am not that con-
cerned about him. 1 am deeply
concerned about Irag ... . I really
don’t spend that much time on
him, to be honest with you.”

The notion recently raised by
Karl Rove, Condoleezza Rice
and Dick Cheney that Bush de-
serves a share of the credit for
Obama’s bin Laden operation is
ridiculous and should be recog-
nized as sour grapes.

Obama's team had as key play-
ers Vice President Joe Biden, a
former chairman of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee,
and Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton, a former Armed Ser-
vices Committee member as
senator, and their emphasis on
using intelligence and special
operations over a large military
footprint ultimately proved suc-
cessful. Despite 100,000 troops
and another 100,000 contractors,
the Taliban actually grew stron-
ger. It was the surgical raid by a
small team that defeated the man
behind the 9/11 attacks,

Biden and Clinton's influence
is obvious in the now-famous
White House photos and video
of the White House “watch par-
ty.” They are close to the screen
in the video monitor of real-
time action in Abbottabad dur-
ing the takedown. Biden stands
up, makes a phone call and says,
“We got him. We killed him.”

Obama made what former
Defense Secretary Robert Gates
called “one of the most coura-
geous calls, decisions, that I
think I've ever seen.” The opera-
tion succeeded because Obama

See BIN LADEN, 68







