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BUSH VETO OF BILL BANNING TORTURE AND McCAIN’S TORTURED LOGIC AND FLIP-FLOP DAMAGE U.S. LEADERSHIP,
Say Robert Weiner and John Larmett in Cleveland Plain Dealer Op-ed; 
“Should be Central Presidential Campaign Issue”
            (Washington, DC) – A former public affairs director in the Clinton White House, Robert Weiner, and John Larmett, a former House and Senate Foreign Affairs Legislative Assistant, contend that President Bush’s veto this week of a bill blocking torture, and John McCain’s “tortured logic” and flip flop on his signal issue, are damaging U.S. leadership worldwide.  In an oped in today’s Cleveland Plain Dealer, Weiner and Larmett point out that the House voted 225 to 188, not quite enough to override the President’s veto of legislation passed by Congress requiring the CIA to abide by the same interrogation rules barring torture as the military.  They argue that Congress should pass new legislation (now or under a new President) and insist on no torture as universal U.S. policy. “This should also be a central presidential campaign issue,” Weiner and Larmett say. 
          Weiner and Larmett assert that Sen. John McCain, the presumptive Republican presidential nominee, has placed himself “on the wrong side of his own issue.” A Senate stalwart against torture because of his own experiences in a North Vietnamese prison camp, McCain voted and argued against banning the same extreme interrogation methods by the CIA as barred by the Army. The Senate passed the ban despite McCain’s opposition.
          Weiner and Larmett note that current law does not bind the CIA or its contractors  from the exemption allowing “extreme interrogation methods.” “To bar it by those who don’t do it, but allow it by those who do, is hypocritical at best,” Weiner and Larmett say. Use of electric shocks, sexual humiliation and waterboarding are illegal under U.S. laws, but the President and McCain maintain that the CIA has the right to apply them. 
          “Now that Americans know that the CIA destroyed at least two videotapes documenting waterboarding despite specific congressional warnings not to delete such tapes, the battle over who-covered-up-what is on,” Weiner and Larmett say. 
          Weiner and Larmett point out that “So far, all we have gotten from the Administration on these questions is tortured logic. ‘We do not torture’ should mean, ‘We do not torture.’” 
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