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Justice Dept. Scolded as Easy on Campbell

By The Denver Post Washington Bureau

Sunday, December 19, 2004

Washington - A former White House anti-drug official is blasting the Justice Department's response to his call for an investigation of a no-bid contract pushed by U.S. Sen. Ben Nighthorse Campbell.

Robert Weiner, director of public affairs at the Office of National Drug Control Policy from 1995 to 2001, said the Justice Department has mishandled his complaint about the Colorado Republican.

"It pains me to see the office I joined in creating abused for petty personal and possibly illegal reasons," Weiner wrote to Attorney General John Ashcroft in April.

Last week - eight months after he lodged the complaint - Weiner got a letter back directing him to call the FBI.

"The games you have apparently played are the kind of government actions that lead to distrust of government in general," Weiner wrote in response.

In 2003, Campbell pushed for Thinkstream Inc., a Louisiana company half-owned by a major campaign donor, to get a $1.15 million no-bid computer contract with the Denver anti-drug task force Rocky Mountain HIDTA, with the money coming from the drug czar's office.

A drug czar employee, Al Brandenstein, objected. Top officials tried to demote him, but Brandenstein retired rather than accept the demotion.  Campbell, who retires next month, has denied any wrongdoing. The Justice Department didn't respond to a request for comment.
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Washington - A former official in the office of the White House drug czar is blasting the Justice Department's response to his call for an investigation of a no-bid contract pushed by U.S. Sen. Ben Nighthorse Campbell. 

Robert Weiner, former director of public affairs at the Office of National Drug Control Policy, said the Justice Department has mishandled his complaint. Eight months after he lodged the complaint with Attorney General John Ashcroft, he got a letter last week directing him to call the FBI.

"The games you have apparently played are the kind of government actions that lead to distrust of government in general," Weiner wrote in response, "and the perception by huge numbers of people that your administration specifically is tied to corporate donors rather than the people as a whole."

In 2003, Campbell pushed for Thinkstream Inc., a Louisiana company half-owned by a major campaign donor, to get a $1.15 million no-bid computer contract.

The contract was with a Denver anti-drug task force called Rocky Mountain HIDTA, but the money came out of the drug czar's office.
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Justice Dept. gets heat for inaction 

By M.E. Sprengelmeyer, Rocky Mountain News
December 17, 2004 

WASHINGTON - A spokesman for President Clinton's drug control policy office has accused the Department of Justice of mishandling his complaint about a controversial no-bid contract allegedly pushed by the office of U.S. Sen. Ben Nighthorse Campbell, R-Colo. 

Robert Weiner, a spokesman for the Office of National Drug Control Policy from 1995 to 2001, accused Justice Department officials of refusing to take action on a letter he sent to Attorney General John Ashcroft in late April. 

In the letter, he claimed that Al Brandenstein, longtime director of the White House Counterdrug Technology Center, was forced out of his job after objecting to plans to grant a company called Thinkstream a $1.15 million, no-bid contract for a police data-sharing project. 

Campbell sponsored the legislation that authorized the project. The company's investors included longtime Campbell supporters. 

Campbell, who is leaving office, said earlier this year that he was informed by the Office of Senate Legal Counsel that the Justice Department was conducting an investigation "into allegations that a former staff member may have participated in an improper attempt to steer a government contract to a specific vendor." 

Weiner is angry about a letter he received this week from Assistant Attorney General Christopher A. Wray acknowledging his April letter and advising, "If you believe this matter may constitute criminal activity, please contact the Federal Bureau of Investigation." 

"They don't want to go near it because it's going to hit some political people, both in the White House and in Congress," Weiner said. 

A Justice Department spokesman could not be reached Thursday for comment.
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