COMMENTS BY GEN. BARRY McCAFFREY (Ret.), December 2, 2013
Chair, Veterans Treatment Court Committee

National Association of Drug Court Professionals Veterans Court Conference,

· I am honored to serve as NADCP CEO West Huddleston’s appointee as Chairman of the Veterans Treatment Court Committee and to take part in today’s historic first national conference, which West and his team organized, on how to honor our returning veterans and help them avoid problems that cause many to be involved in the criminal justice system.

· I especially want to thank General Eric Shinseki, Secretary of Veterans Affairs, who will be speaking shortly; Justice for Vets Senior Director and actress Melissa Fitzgerald, who played on “West Wing”; and Judge Robert Russell, who created the first veterans treatment court, in 2008 in Buffalo and ongoing – a visionary and pioneer who helped launch our mission.
· In addition, at our closing session Wednesday, General Martin Dempsey, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, will speak on reestablishing “stability” in the lives of returning veterans.

· Among the over 1000 attendees at the conference, you are law enforcement officers, judges, probation officers, treatment providers, volunteer veterans mentors, and veterans treatment program graduates, including many combat veterans returning from tours in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

· Among the most moving testimonies we are hearing today are you, the combat veterans with tours in Iraq and Afghanistan, who are talking about personal struggles you faced when you came home. 

· THAT’S WHY we’ve worked to establish Veterans Treatment Courts, now numbering over 130 and continuing to grow.  Today at this critical gathering, we will explore together how we can expand these life-saving programs to every veteran in need.

· We are anxious to let the American people know how the Veterans Treatment Court was a success for you and the nation, keeping our veterans out of prison, away from homelessness, employed, back in school, and together with families.

· Some numbers lay out the work all in this room are helping as we honor our veterans for what they have done to keep our nation secure:
· 1 in 6 returning veterans from Iraq and Afghanistan suffers from substance abuse, according to the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) of HHS.
· In addition, 1 in 5 returns with a mental health problem.
· Since 2004, the number of veterans being treated for mental illness and substance abuse has increased 38%

· Over 700,000 veterans are in the corrections system 

· 81% of veterans arrested had a substance abuse problem when arrested  

· There were 120,000 homeless veterans at some point last year 
· 76% of homeless veterans have a substance abuse or mental health disorder

· Far too many veterans are returning home suffering from mental health conditions and substance abuse disorders that we have not addressed, and become involved in the criminal justice system. 


· This is a national crisis of alarming proportions, and it demands that we come together to focus on solutions.
 
· Veterans Treatment Courts are modeled after drug courts.


· The White House Office of National Drug Control Policy, where I served as Director, reported that Veterans Treatment Courts “promote collaboration among the judiciary, community corrections agencies, drug treatment providers, and other community support groups.” 

· The White House continues, “Drug courts have a remarkable track record over the course of their 20‐year history” and says Veterans Courts are on the same success track. 

· Veterans Courts are relatively new, the first one launched by Judge Russell in Buffalo in 2008.  Judge Russell will speak to us this morning.  With over 130 Veterans Courts now and growing, we are on course now to make a huge difference in the lives of our nation’s heroes and to add enormous value to the quality of life of the nation with their continued service when they return home.
