TOP SECRET WRITERS

Robert Weiner Says Not Just Any President Would Have Taken
Out Bin Laden

In August of last year, Britain's Channel 4 broasted a one-hour documentary about President B&aekna’'s decision to raid a compound
near Islamabad to kill Osama Bin Laden in May 2011.

The documentary, which was titled ‘Bin Laden: ShiwoKill’, was President Obama’s and America’s tgeurity advisers’ first interview
about the subject. In the documentary, Presidean@brevealed that just days before the attack onIMa011, the CIA had advised him
that they were just 30 — 40 percent certain thatlBiden was even in the compound, and that he skases not to go through with the
“risky” operation.

Despite the warnings, President Obama decided tbrgagh with the raid.

“Even though | thought it was only 50/50 that bimdien was there, | thought it was worth us takispat,” Obama said iBin Laden: Shoot
to Kill.

The risk paid off, as Osama bin Laden was shot degidg the raid on May 2, 2011. As the Presidéiihe United States announced that the
world’s most wanted man had been killed by an &i#Special Forces group, Barack Obama was —yightlevated to a hero status.

As the admiration, respect and celebration ovestloeessful mission eventually settled, the warldaw left wondering: Would other
presidents have taken a similar gamble?

Even Republicans realise that they cannot critism@ething so successful and popular as the kiiff@sama bin Laden, in a recent
interview, Republican presidential hopeful Mitt Roey attempted to ‘depreciate’ the event by expfayrihat President Obama’s decision to
go ahead with the mission was somewhat routine.riegriold reporters, “Any president would have dtdresame as Obama.”

The ‘belittling’ remark naturally generated a wafeeriticism, causing Democrats and Obama suppottedig up humerous examples of
previous presidential incompetence, failure anchegseme might say, cowardly weaknesses.

One example of these responses was an articke, tilay president would have done” written by Rabafeiner, a former Clinton White
House spokesman and former senior congressioral ldidas co-authored by Richard Mann, a seniolyahat Robert Weiner Associates.
The article was featured as a leading piece irNgiqgles Daily News opinion section.

In the article, Weiner and Mann say that Romnesteark was wrong, and back up their claim by suggg®omney should be “Asking
Bush about Tora Bora”.

TheFailureof ToraBora

The reference to ‘Tora Bora’ came from a 2009 SeRateign Relations Committee Report titled, “TBaa
Revisited: How we failed to get Bin Laden.”

Referring to the report in their article, Weinedavlann described Bush'’s decision to involve thehfigistan
government, when the former president had the appity to seize Bin Laden in Tora Bora, Afghanistan
2001. Weiner and Mann stated:



“When placed in a similar situation with parallehoices, George W. Bush, Obama’s predecessor, failsdcceed because he
made the opposite decision. In December 2001, Badithe chance to capture bin Laden in Tora Bofgh&nistan, was faced
with the choice of doing it ourselves or involviedpreign government, and blew it by asking thehAfgs to do it. Whether by
ineptness or intent, the Afghani troops allowed lbaden to escape.”

This blunder on Bush’s behalf by involving a foreigovernment is in stark contrast to Obama’s decikeep the raid hidden from the
Pakistani Government.

Part of the ‘emotionality’ created by the ‘Shootditi’ documentary was its focus on the sheer distness of the Islamabad raid, in which
President Obama even kept secret from his own yaWéiner and Mann wrote:

“When Obama was questioned as why he did not infbarPakistanis in advance about Abbottabad, he,shdidn’t tell most
people here in the White House. | didn't tell myndemily. It was important for us to maintain opgoaal security.”

Other Past Presidential Failures
Another example of presidential failure when cargyouttop secretaids was Operation Eagle Claw.

In 1980, the American military operation was ordelg former US president Jimmy Carter, in an attetopescue 52 Americans who were
held captive in the US Embassy in Tehran, Iran.

In what has been referred to as a “humiliating futiebacle”, US helicopters crashed, causing thesiomn to fail and consequently damaging
America’s reputation and prestige worldwide. Thieifa was believed by many — even Jimmy Carter klmsto have played a significant
role in Jimmy Carter’s defeat in the 1980 election.

In stark contrast to Operation Eagle Claw, Barablai®a's highly successful May 2 raid on Osama bitkebawas meticulously planned for
months.

Of course, one should be cautious about gloatingrtach about the success of the bin Laden killihgny as President Obama admits
himself, it very nearly ended in disaster and almelsapart before it even got started.

However, the fact that it didn’t end in disasterddhat Barack Obama was willing to put his presayeon the line in a nail-biting mission
that ended up killing the world’s most wanted mstmuld insure that anyone can only praise Obamhafeing the courage, the knowledge
and the intuition to move ahead with the operation.

Similar to Jimmy Carter’s failed mission in Irarapging a role in his bid for re-election, | am calgint that if Obama’s 2011 mission in
Pakistan had also been a disaster, he would Hg beefacing a similar defeat in the 2012 US prestéhl election.

However, instead of Obama’s rivals having the gbib use a failed raid as a means of attack, lizeye resorted instead to demeaning what
was in all reality a brave, popular and potentibfsrsaving mission.

Romney and others may like to make the claim tAat/“president could have done it”, but as histarg Bhown, not every president has.
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