Jerry Rhodes, Chief Operating Officer, CRC HEALTH GROUP

Recovery Takes Flight – September 23, 2011
Twelve Oaks Treatment Center
· It is my honor to be here at Twelve Oaks to kick off National Recovery Month. 
· Twelve Oaks is one of 140 CRC Health Group facilities nationwide that touch the lives of 30,000 people each day.  Today, 100 of those programs are celebrating Recovery Month with us, recognizing those in recovery, their families and support systems, and the outstanding treatment professionals who work tirelessly toward this common goal each and every day.
· Today we have brought together a group of distinguished individuals including Four-Star General Barry McCaffrey, Judge Terry Terrell, Sheriff Larry Ashley, Police Chief David Popwell, Diane Vchulek  and last but in no way least we will hear from two folks who have personal stories to tell, Sergeant 1st Class Christopher Bailey and Marin Ross.  I want to thank all of you for being here and for the work you do to support recovery efforts.
· I would like to acknowledge the team that helped put this event together including Keith Kuhn, Debbie Ates, the 12 Oaks event committee and event director, Melissa Preshaw. I would also like to thank Bob Weiner, our media expert, for his tremendous work publicizing this very worthwhile cause.
· Also here with us today is our Regional Vice President Candy Henderson, whose leadership helps to inspire the fantastic work done by Twelve Oaks. 
· This year's Recovery Month theme, "Join the Voices for Recovery:  Recovery Benefits Everyone," educates and celebrates  that all individuals have fundamental and inherent value and need to be accepted and treated with respect, dignity, and worth. Each September, the campaign raises awareness that behavioral health is an essential part of health and one's overall wellness, and that substance use and mental disorders are treatable and people can and do recover. The observance celebrates people in recovery and those who work in the treatment field.
· And yet there is a disturbing trend happening in this country.
· As many as 30 percent of returning military from the Iraq and Afghanistan war have reported symptoms of a mental health disorder.  Over 7 percent of veterans – almost 2 million adults – met criteria for a past-year substance use disorder.*
· Approximately 13 percent of the U.S. population is 65 years old or older. Yet they constitute a third of the population using prescription drugs, according to the National Institute on Drug Abuse. *
· The most worrying trend to experts and health authorities is the explosion in the number of patients over 50 needing intervention and treatment for addiction to medication and other substances. *
· And perhaps no other job has the potential to be more stressful than serving your country.  We recognize this fact and are proud to play a part in the successful treatment process for the individuals who have turned to alcohol or drugs for solace.  We know how high levels of stress may contribute to or exacerbate alcohol or drug use, which can lead to a substance use disorder or relapse. 
· To date, Twelve Oaks Treatment Center has helped more than 1,300 military men and women on their path to recovery.  Today’s event is an opportunity for us to honor these servicemen and women for their recovery.  (applause)
· Research shows that treatment works, that substance use disorders are medical conditions that can be effectively treated. In fact, treatments for substance use disorders are just as effective as treatments for other chronic conditions, such as high blood pressure, asthma, and diabetes. 

· Early findings in a research study of military personnel by the Department of Defense underscore the importance of treatment given the long-term effects of combat-related problems, yet indicate that there are difficulties experienced in seeking or being referred to treatment, mainly due to the stigma.

· By educating our military and community members that substance use disorders are a treatable, yet a serious health care problem, and by treating them like other chronic diseases, we can improve the quality of life for everyone.

· Treatment and recovery positively affect individuals, families, and communities.  And treatment and recovery can positively affect our revered military.
· Currently, there are over 23 million Americans *who need but do not receive treatment.      
· CRC is committed to providing the best evidence-based treatment options for our patients.  Our “toolbox” of treatment options already includes such therapies as brain SPECT scanning, EMDR, DBT, and a combination of counseling and medication-assisted treatments. Just this year we created a program specific to opiate addiction that we call Provita.

· Provita combines the use of the newly FDA approved medication Vivitrol with treatment planning, rehabilitation and counseling. We have already seen great results since its implementation. 

· These are exciting treatment options to help men and women – military and civilian alike – find recovery.
· Today’s event, along with National Recovery Month’s many other national and local activities, helps create a voice for those in recovery and generates a public awareness effort of immense magnitude.
· Your presence here today signifies your support and I thank you for being here.
*[Data gathered from National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) website with research attributed to SAMHSA and RAND]

