
Biographic Summary of General Barry R. McCaffrey, USA (Ret.)


Four-Star General Barry R. McCaffrey is Adjunct Professor of International Affairs at the United States Military Academy at West Point.  He is also President of his own consulting firm based in Arlington, Virginia.  He is a national security, terrorism, and drug policy analyst in the media.  

General McCaffrey was the Director of the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP) 1996-2001. He was confirmed by unanimous vote of the U.S. Senate on 29 February 1996.  He served as a member of the President’s Cabinet and the National Security Council for drug-related issues.  By law, the Director certified the $19.2 billion federal drug control budget and developed the U.S. National Drug Control Strategy. 


Prior to confirmation as the National Drug Policy Director, he was the Commander-in-Chief of the U.S. Armed Forces Southern Command coordinating national security operations in Latin America.  During his military career, he served overseas for thirteen years, which included four combat tours including Iraq and Vietnam.  He led the “Left Hook” in Operation Desert Storm.  

At retirement from active duty, he was the most highly decorated and youngest four-star general in the U.S. Army.  He twice received the Distinguished Service Cross, the nation’s second highest medal for valor.  He also was awarded three Purple Heart medals for wounds sustained in combat.  

General McCaffrey served as the assistant to General Colin Powell, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and supported the Chairman as the JCS advisor to the Secretary of State and the U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations.  

General McCaffrey graduated from Phillips Academy in Andover, Massachusetts and the U.S. Military Academy.  He holds a Master of Arts degree in civil government from American University and has taught American government, national security studies, and comparative politics at West Point.  He attended Harvard University’s National Security Program, as well as the Harvard University Business School Executive Education Program.  He is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations and an associate member of the Inter-American Dialogue.


Among the honors he has received are: Health and Human Services Lifetime Achievement Award For Extraordinary Achievement in the Field of Substance Abuse Prevention (2004); recognized as one of the 500 Most Influential People in American Foreign Policy by World Affairs Councils of America (2004); the Department of State’s Superior Honor Award for the Strategic Arms Limitation Talks; The Central Intelligence Agency Great Seal Medallion; the Norman E. Zinberg Award of the Harvard Medical School; the Founders Award of the American Academy of Addiction Psychiatry; the NAACP Roy Wilkins Renown Service Award; the National Drug Prevention League Leadership Award; the American Methadone Treatment Association Friend of the Field Award; The Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America National Leadership Award; the National Association of Drug Court Professionals Leadership Award; The Order of the Lion, Lions Club International; National Association of State Alcohol & Drug Abuse Directors Leadership Award; The Federal Law Enforcement Foundation's National Service Award; The Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America Lifetime Achievement Award; the United States Coast Guard Distinguished Public Service Award; and decorations from France, Brazil, Argentina, Colombia, Peru, and Venezuela.

