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	[CC] 00:36:49 A potentially major medical breakthrough. A local scientist discovers a gene in a majority of prostate cancer cases. This is big news. We'll tell you what it means in the search for a cure next. 00:36:57

	 
	
	

	[CC] 00:38:52 (synopsis): A breakthrough discovery at the George Washington University Medical Center that may help in the fight against prostate cancer. Scientists found a gene that is activated in 70% of prostate tumors. It's the same gene that has been found in a majority of breast cancer cases. Dr. Patricia Berg helped lead the team that led the discovery and is here now. Thank you for joining us, for being here. Thank you. What an important discovery. Tell us what this means, first of all, in the fight against cancer, in prostate cancer specifically. Dr. Patricia Berg, George Washington University Medical Center: prostate cancer is the number one cancer in men and about 200,000 men each year are diagnosed with prostate cancer.  30,000 men die of prostate cancer each year. We found this gene, which I initially identified in my lab and cloned, that we call BP1, activated in 70% of prostate cancers. We had previously published it's activated in 80% of breast cancer and 63% of acute myeloid leukemias. What did this do in the search for a cure? It makes it a good target. 00:41:18

	 
	
	

	[CC] 00:38:52 (full version as aired): A breakthrough discovery at the George Washington University Medical Center that may help in the fight against prostate cancer. Scientists found a gene that is activated in 70% of prostate tumors. It's the same gene that has been found in a majority of breast cancer cases. Dr. Patricia berg helped lead the team that led the discovery and is here now. Thank you for joining us, for being here. Thank you. What an important discovery. Tell us what this means, first of all, in the fight against cancer, in prostate cancer specifically.  Dr. Patricia Berg, the George Washington University Medical Center: Prostate cancer is the number one cancer in men.  About 200,000 men each year are diagnosed with prostate cancer and 30,000 men die of prostate cancer each year. We found this gene, which I initially identified in my lab and cloned, that we call BP1, is activated in 70% of prostate cancers. We had previously published it's activated in 80% of breast cancer and 63% of acute myeloid leukemias. What did this do in the search for a cure? It makes it a good target. It's involved in prostate cancers, as well as a high percentage of the other cancers we have looked at, so it makes it a good target for therapy. We're actively looking at suppressors that may turn this gene off when it's on and have found a good lead. So we're pursuing that. In addition, we're trying to develop a blood test. Okay. That mean used for both in early diagnoses and monitoring treatments of patients. Reporter: Who gets tested? Say my brother had prostate cancer. As a daughter, could I be the risk for breast cancer? Dr. Berg: I don't believe there is a connection there. This is in all of our cells; it has normal function and should be turned off at certain times and in certain kinds of tissue. So in prostate, it should be turned off in adult men, and women, in the breasts. Because this gene is at the top of a cascade of other genes, it regulates a number of other genes, including some very well-known oncogenes that cause cancer. Reporter: Uh-huh. Dr. Berg: And it regulates the cascades of genes so that the idea is to understand what turns it on in us. Reporter: Okay. We can perhaps avoid that. How can we turn it off? Will all of us be tested for this gene? Dr. Berg: It's possible if we could develop a blood test. It could be used as a screening tool potentially. Reporter: Thank you for --Thank you for helping us out in this. Thank you very much. 00:43:26
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	[CC] 00:17:46 A new link between breast and prostate cancer and it is a gene called BP-1. Researchers report it is active in 70% of prostate cancer tumors and plays a role in most breast cancer. Lead scientists who discovered bp-1 joined me in our studio to explain why this is such a big deal. Dr. Patricia Berg, the George Washington University Medical Center: This is likely a good target for therapy and so we are working very hard on developing a suppressor of the gene, as well as a blood test that might be useful in early diagnosis. Reporter: Dr. Berg says bp-1 targeted treatments could potentially be used alongside chemotherapy to make it more effective. 00:18:21
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	[CC] 00:08:00 Researchers here in dc announced the game gene found in a majority of breast cancer cases is also active in 70% of prostate cancer cases. The study come doctors the university or rather the George Washington University Medical Center and it is focused on the gene bp-1. The doctor that found the gene can't say it will lead to a cure but she told Anita Brikman it could develop cancer treatments. Dr. Patricia Berg, the George Washington University Medical Center: There are some common genes that are found in a large variety of malignancies and this is starting to appear as one of those genes. We are starting to look at other cancers as well to see whether this gene is also activated in those cancers. Reporter: you can learn more about the discovery at www. Wusa9.com. Click on living well. We invite you to come along with our breast cancer the journey. We have a cell in our body that is a cancer cell. Reporter: that's Dr. Patricia Berg of the George Washington University Medical Center. Wusa9. 00:09:23
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	[CC] 00:11:24 In health news: There is a new link between breast and prostate cancer. It is a gene called bp-1. Researchers found this gene and it's been activated in 70% of prostate cancer tumors and plays a role in most breast cancers. A lead scientist who discovered bp-1 joined Anita Brikman in our studio today. Dr. Patricia Berg, The George Washington University Medical Center: We had previously shown it activated in 80% of breast cancers and in 63% of acute myeloid leukemias. So that's a lot of patients with these various kinds of cancer that potentially could be helped. Reporter: Dr. Berg says bp-1 targeted treatments could potentially be used alongside chemotherapy to make it more effective. 00:12:04


