PAGE  
2

Points by Gen. Barry McCaffrey, Keynote for “The Moment of Change” Conference, 
The Breakers, Palm Beach, FL 8:30-10 AM, Monday, Oct. 1, 2007
· Proud to join Dr. Barry Karlin, visionary CEO of CRC Health Group, who has created the nation’s largest behavioral and substance abuse treatment provider with 143 facilities in 30 states and the United Kingdom. Also recognize Melissa Preshaw of CRC.
· Also congratulate organizers including Michael Cartright, John Southworth, and Jesse Fortner, for putting together this groundbreaking conference on “The Moment of Change”. 

· Exciting to be with over 500 people here making a real difference by improving lives–interventionists, counselors, psychologists and psychiatrists, family therapists, social workers, nurses, researchers, and other medical professionals and interventionists of all types. 

· You are from some of the most famous and successful intervention environments the nation knows—the Betty Ford Center, The Canyon, Pine Grove, Caron, the Illinois Institiute for Addiction Recovery, the Association of Intervention Specialists, and CRC which Barry Karlin leads, among many other great intervention institutions across the country.
· Right here in Florida, there are bold state leaders in the field including two appointed by former Governors Jeb Bush and reappointed by current Governor Charlie Crist—Jim McDonough, who was our ONDCP Director of Strategy, later Florida’s Drug Policy Director and now Secretary of the Department of Corrections for the State of Florida; and the current Florida Drug Control Director, Col. Bill Janes.

· Today we’ll talk about intervention past, present, and future: even eight or ten years out from now.

· Drugs are a national security threat, at home and abroad, by funding groups sympathetic to alQaeda in Afghanistan and to narco-terrorists in Colombia, to being the primary cause of crime here at home in America .  
· Actions related to addiction and the desperation for drugs it causes include robbery, rape, domestic violence, school and work dropouts, and teen pregnancy. 
·  You here are the heart and soul of America’s team effort to confront the drug crisis in families and in the nation.

The "treatment gap":  ***According to HHS/SAMHSA’s latest figures, “the number of persons aged 12 or older needing treatment for an illicit drug or alcohol use problem nationally was 23.2 million—9.5 percent of the population aged 12 or older” – ALMOST ONE IN 10.  Yet only 3.9 million receive treatment.  We have a 19 MILLION PERSON GAP.
· In FLORIDA, according to SAMHSA, 1.5 MILLION people need but DO NOT RECEIVE treatment for alcohol or illicit drug use (1,125,000 for alcohol, 394,000 for drug abuse).  Less than 100,000 of this 1.5 million receive treatment. 


· Right here, even in our beautiful location in South Florida, as reported by DEA reports in its 2007 Fact Sheet, the area from Miami to Palm Beach is confronted by extensive abuse of Cocaine, methamphetamine, and heroin;  a huge increase in abuse of opiate prescription drugs like OxyContin, which has become the “new heroin”;  marijuana; and of course alcohol, the most extensively abused drug.
 

· According to DEA’s 2007 report, in South Florida, cocaine from Mexico remains the “primary drug threat”. In addition, “South Florida is a primary point of entry for South American heroin.” Also according to DEA, there has been a “significant increase in crystal methamphetamine use in the South Florida club scene,” and unfortunately methamphetamine is perhaps the worst drug to hit America, creating suicides and violence.  Florida also faces “club drugs” like ecstasy – DEA reports that MDMA (ecstasy) is “the most readily available dangerous drug throughout Florida.  Marijuana of course remains prevalent. Finally the surging crisis of prescription drugs, tripling across the U.S. over the past five years and especially relevant to the enormous senior population in the state.

· Due to work in both the public and private sectors, and over 5000 community coalitions including parents, teachers, coaches, and health care professionals, we are making progress: Over the past three years, use of any illicit drug in the past 30 days (so-called "current" use) declined 11 percent.
·  Over the past 25 years, we have reduced drug abuse in America by an astounding 50 percent. Crime is at thirty-year lows, in part because crack and cocaine use has dropped dramatically.

· Despite the recent progress, we still face a crisis. One of every six teenagers and nearly half of America’s college students abused illegal drugs in the past month, according to SAMHSA.  
· Four out of five students in high schools across the country are reporting seeing drugs used near them, CASA reported on August 16.

·  A shocking DOJ statistic is that 68% of people arrested test positive for illegal drugs in 30 cities.

· The National Association of Counties last year found that 58 per cent of law enforcement officers consider growing abuse of methamphetamine “a national crisis,” and they are right – over 12 million teens tried it last year.  

· Nearly 75 percent of illegal drug users are employed in full and part-time jobs.  SAMHSA just released new figures in June showing that 19.5 million full-time employees are current drug or alcohol abusers and 13.5 million of those employees are dependent on alcohol or illegal drugs.
· Alcohol and drug abuse costs American businesses over $200 billion dollars in lost productivity in just one year.

· THE FUTURE: NEW ISSUES we must confront now and over the next 5-10 years:
· It’s not just drugs and alcohol—10 million females and a million males have an eating disorder and I know some of you here are also involved in that treatment.
· “The New Heroin”: In the United States today there are nearly a million heroin users, and 1.4 million Americans abuse or are dependent upon pain relievers that are equally addictive opiates – the new heroin.  Treatment clinics are showing between a three and five-fold increase in admissions for the range of abused prescriptions by all age groups over the past five years. Medical treatments including methadone and buprenorphine can make a huge difference, together with education, prevention, and counseling.
· Prison Drug Treatment: in our entire national prison system, with two million now behind bars, only a half dozen communities provide proven treatment against opiates to stop the vicious cycle of drugs and crime, even though 60-80% of people in prisons test positive and are there for drug related reasons. 
· Drug Courts: Our nation’s drug court system is another crucial element in fighting addiction. In the 5 years of my term as Drug Czar, Attorney General Janet Reno, who had first lauched the program as a FLORIDA prosecutor and then as US Atty General, increased the number of drug courts, which send non-violent drug offenders to mandatory treatment instead of jail, from 12 to 800 nationwide.  I am very proud that there are now over 2000.  A recent study by NIDA and the Department of Veterans Affairs showed that court-ordered treatment works just as well as voluntary treatment while also decreasing re-arrest rates dramatically.
· FOREIGN STEPS Needed as well to curtail drugs in Afghanistan, #1 world opium/heroin supplier, funds al Qaeda and the warlords, destabilizes the very democracy we are trying to help build.  No true democracy until drugs come under control.  Likewise Colombia—continuing support needed for Colombia, Peru, Bolivia, Latin America.  

Need to support Mexico, and new Administration plan in the making to assist continued drug fighting there—Mexico is critical partner, eradicates more drugs than any nation on earth but also supplies or transits half of U.S. marijuana and methamphetamine.
CONCLUSION:

· To support all of America’s efforts over the next decade, it is critical that we work to assure federal funding continues for all domestic and foreign policy anti-drug and behavioral intervention programs, that we continue the comprehensive national strategy.  

· Treatment is paramount.  We get at least $7 back in productivity for every dollar we spend.  
· CONGRATULATIONS to everyone here on being a leader in intervention.  Your vision and life’s work will assure that over the next decade, we continue to reduce drug, alcohol, and behavioral afflictions.






