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recogmze that asking far mon-

ey from those who are more

than eager to give it is not the

way to conduct the county’s
business.

BOBBIE WALTON

Executive Director

Common Cause Maryland

Bethesda

In her Aug. 19 op-ed, “Treat the
Addict, Cut the Crime Rate,” NoraD.
Volkow, director of the National In-
stitute on Drug Abuse, states indis-
putable facts about the economic and
social implications of the lack of
treatment of the brain disease of ad-
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TI0T a fop source country for U.S. im-
migration, according to the Center
for Immigration Studies.

By comparison, Mexico, El Salva-
dor and the Dominican Republic —
which rank low on the U.N. devel-
opment list — rank high on the im-
‘migration center’s list.

Increasing and improving the tar-
geting of foreign aid would help
eliminate the immigration problem
at its source, something that in-

Drug Treatment: Essential, Effective, Underfunded

ter) from a neuron (nerve cell) to
produce euphoria (the high). So ad-
dicts’ highs get lower and their lows
get lower, and they continue to use
drugs in an attempt just to feel nor-
mal and prevent the uncomfortable
symptoms of withdrawal.

ates ander current
what the fate of S, 2611, The O
figure excludes these individuals.
cluding them would raise the C
estimate to 46 million new i
migrants over 20 years — a fi
far closer to Heritage’s estimate
61 million.
JIM WEIDM,
Director, Editorial Servil
‘The Heritage Foundat]

Washingt

ment plans based on mutual trust a
respect would save society billion;
dollars, not to mention the unlimi
savings in personal anguish.
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diction. As a physician who,

tients with addiction,
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Nora D. Volkow neglected the key element in her Aug. 19 op-ed -- funding. There is good reason that this brilliant Bush administration appointee would make her accurate point that surging rates of violent crime can be cut with drug treatment but neglect the part about funding such programs: During this administration, the anti-drug budget has been reduced from $19.2 billion in 2001 to $12.7 billion for fiscal 2007, a decline of about a third.

ROBERT S. WEINER
Accokeek

The writer was director of public affairs for the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy from 1995 to 2001.

 
[Unedited version as submitted to Post below]

NIDA Director’s Op-ed Neglects Reduced Funding’s 

Impact on Surging Crime

NIDA Director Nora Volkow neglected the key element in her op-ed column August 19 (“Treat the Addict, Cut the Crime Rate”): funding.  There is good reason this actually quite brilliant Bush administration appointee would make her accurate point that surging rates of violent crime can be cut with drug treatment but neglect the part about funding such programs: During the Bush administration, the anti-drug budget has been reduced from $19.2 billion in 2001 to $12.7 billion for fiscal 2007, a decline of about a third.

I had called and emailed Dr. Volkow and spoke with her senior public affairs staff June 29 to flag her to my actually quite similar oped to her new one, “Budget cuts in drug prevention push crime up”, in the Memphis Commercial Appeal published that day.   As the former Director of Public Affairs of the White House Drug Policy Office, I am aware that federal officials borrow each other’s ideas for furtherance of policy.  I do not have a problem with her utilizing my points and statistics and getting the issue raised in the Washington Post but I do have, and I am sure so do the Post’s readers, a problem with political omission of the funding force driving the equation.

ROBERT S. WEINER

Accokeek

The writer was director of public affairs for the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy from 1995 to 2001.
